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{ 1 5 - m i n u t e  b i b l e  s t u d y }

A Love Worth Sharing
       Abiding in the Amazing Love of God

Trying to love authentically can be a  
difficult undertaking and a losing propo-
sition if we attempt to do it in our own 
strength. But if we hide core Christian 
beliefs in our heart, we will eventually  

see positive 
results in our 
actions and 
relationships. 
One of the 
best ways to 
increase our 
level of com-
passion is by 
growing in our 
zeal for God. 
We build an 
understanding 
of divine love 

by grasping the following truths:

Love originates with God (Psalm 100:5; 
1 John 4:7-12, 16). 
Dwelling on the gift of salvation and our 
standing in Christ confirms this fact in 
our hearts.

n Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, is our 	
	 ultimate example (1 John 4:9-10; 	
	 Ephesians 2:4-5).

n God’s Son died for our sins while we 	
	 were still sinners, and our confidence 	
	 in His love compels us (Romans 5:8; 	
	 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 niv).

n God’s love gives us peace and a shield 	
	 from fear (1 John 4:18).

The Holy Spirit empowers us to love others 
(1 John 4:13).

n The Helper guides us to God’s will 	
	 and ways (John 16:13).

n The Holy Spirit’s work in our life 	
	 keeps us bearing spiritual fruit 		
	 (Galatians 5:22-25).

Believers in God follow His example 
(1 John 4:14-21).

n We love because the Father first
	 loved us (1 Thessalonians 4:9;
	 1 John 4:19).
n Our love for God is manifested by 
	 living out our love for others 
	 (1 John 4:11 niv; 1 John 4:20-21).
n By following the Lord’s example 	

	 and obeying His will, we’ll learn to 	
	 care 	deeply for others (John 13:34; 

	 1 Peter 1:22-25).

1. Take a moment to think about the gift 
of salvation and Jesus’ ultimate love for us 
while we were still sinners. How does this 
change your interaction with the people 
in your sphere of influence?

2. What special type of compassion has 
God given you toward a particular need, 
people group, or person? How can you 
turn that concern into action as a way to 
show the love of Christ to them?
 

One of  
the best ways 

to increase  
our level of 

compassion is 
by growing  
in our zeal  

for God.

 Questions  for Reflection

1  J ohn    4 : 7 - 2 1



God’s mercy is everlasting. Sometimes, 
though, a Christian becomes convinced 

that His forgiveness has limits. This usually  
happens when the person has repeatedly  
confessed a sin but finds himself returning 
to the habit anyway. Satan whispers that the 
Lord must surely be weary of this constant 
sin/admission cycle. As always, the Enemy 
lies. The truth is that a believer cannot sin his 
way out of God’s grace, no matter how many 
times he confesses the same wrongdoing. 

Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross paid our past, 
present, and future sin-debt. This means that  
no matter how great our offense or how often 
we sin, God’s grace covers every transgres-
sion. He forgives as often as necessary.

Anytime I preach on this topic, a few people 
will ask if I am promoting grace as a license  
to sin. The Lord’s mercy is not a “get out of 
jail free” card. His forgiveness is infinite, but 
that does not mean we can get away with sin. 
As a loving Father, God disciplines His chil-
dren. He shows us where we have gone wrong 
and how we can correct our actions to return 
to the path of righteousness.  

 |  God desires that each 
of His children grow in righteousness and 
reflect the nature of His Son Jesus Christ. 
He understands that maturing our faith is 
a lifelong process. Sometimes we will make 
mistakes and fall into sinful patterns from 
which we must be restored. Our Father is 
pleased to draw us back into a right relation-
ship because His grace in infinite. No sin will 
ever be greater—or more frequent—than 
His capacity to forgive. 

1 Grace and  
Ongoing Sin

READ | Romans 6:11-13

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

F r i d a y

Leviticus 11-13

Jesus had to die 
because God accepts 

only a perfect sacrifice 
as payment for sin. 
Have you received 

Him as your Savior?

E A R L Y   L I G H T

As recipients  
of the Father’s  

unconditional love, 
we learn to extend 
His love to those 

around us.
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Bookstores devote entire sections to 
“self-help” titles. However, the self-help 

concept is flawed, since people can do nothing 
to improve the fleshly nature. We can clean  
up our attitudes and actions temporarily,  
but lasting change is possible only through  
the Lord Jesus Christ. When His Spirit  
is living within us, we can be shaped into  
successful followers of God.	

It’s critical to realize that the Law wasn’t 
intended for salvation. The commands given 
through Moses are designed to teach us what 
sin is and how mankind violates holiness. 
To lead a God-pleasing life, we must follow 
biblical principles, but doing so isn’t enough 
to get us into heaven. The Law was created to 
drive us to the Savior for salvation; through it, 
we understand our inability to adhere to the 
Lord’s rules without His help (Galatians 3:24). 

Imbedded within the Law is a warning 
that sin’s penalty is death (Genesis 3:3, 21; 
Romans 6:23). Christ is the fulfillment of the 
Law since He took our sin upon Himself and 
died. When we accept His sacrifice on our 
behalf, we’re covered by divine grace, and 
His Spirit comes to permanently indwell us. 

|  Using Scripture, God’s 
Spirit challenges Christians to bring fleshly 
habits and thought patterns under submis-
sion. He illuminates the believer’s mind with 
regard to biblical meaning and application. 
Therefore, the Word is useful for “teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and training in 
righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). There is  
no self-help in the believer’s life. We are to  
surrender to the work and way of God’s Spirit.

The Power of Christ 
Over the Flesh

Leviticus 14-17

READ | Romans 6:14-18

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

T h e  W e e k e n d

Humans are born “bent away” from the 
Lord. Our natural inclination is to please 

and serve self, which is the opposite of a God-
honoring lifestyle. When we become believers, 
our Father begins to bend our will and ways 
back towards Him. But we must cooperate 
with Him and yield to the process; otherwise, 
we are of little use to the kingdom.

The Lord wants to eradicate every thought 
pattern and activity promoting dependency 
on anything other than Him. This means that  
relying on oneself to attain security, salvation, 
or physical and emotional comfort are outside 
His will. Actions that advance a person at the 
expense of others are also ungodly. 

In areas where we resist bending toward 
the Lord, He may break us by allowing pain 
into our life. As a result, we are driven to Him  
in surrender. To break a person may sound 
harsh, but God does this work in love. He 
sees beyond the hurt to the outcome—we 
will be more mature and faithful servants for 
having walked through trial. And our loving 
Father takes each hard step with us, offering 
guidance and comfort. Seeing the benefits He 
has brought about through my hardships, I 
can honestly thank Him for every period of 
brokenness I’ve experienced (Romans 8:28).	

 |  The truth is that we all 
have areas of selfishness that need to be bent 
or broken by God’s hand. When we honestly 
look inward to discover wrong habits and 
thought patterns, our heavenly Father will 
bring them to mind. Then, we must surren-
der to His work so we can become wise and 
useful servants.

4 Brokenness: The Plan

Leviticus 18-20

READ | 1 Thessalonians 5:21-23

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

M o n d a y

E A R L Y   L I G H T

E A R L Y   L I G H T
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Ask most believers if they would like to 
accomplish what the Lord has planned 

for them to do with their life, and they will 
say, “Yes!” To be the person He calls each 
one of us to be, we must surrender our will 
to His. That means telling God that we are 
willing for Him to do whatever He must to 
drive selfishness out of our life. He may send 
pain and heartache, because that is a sure 
way to get our attention. But as a result, we’ll 
be wiser and more mature followers.

Surrendering our will to God’s better plan 
clears off the throne of our life, enabling the 
Holy Spirit to take His rightful place there. 
Then, as He discards the junk from our life, 
we are transformed from the inside out. Our  
spirit undergoes three important changes.  
First, we begin to recognize when God’s hand 
is at work. Second, we experience freedom 
from selfish pursuits or earthly attachments, 
like money and wrong relationships. Third, 
we understand and appreciate what it means 
to operate under His power and authority. In 
serving the Lord, we gain a confidence that 
we never had while serving self. What’s more, 
others will see the effects of God’s work in us. 

 |  A Spirit-filled believer 
knows how to love and be loved, maintain 
peace and joy even in hard times, and give 
others a second chance. He also wisely knows 
when to submit. Surrender is not an easy step. 
It requires courage and patience, as learning 
submission is a life-long process. But God’s 
compensation—a Spirit-filled life that attracts 
others to Jesus Christ—is well worth giving  
up selfish pursuits. 

5 The Result of 
Surrender

READ | Galatians 5:16-25

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

T u e s d a y

The Old Testament records the life and 
trials of Abraham. While the patriarch 

had a special relationship with God, his faith 
was not perfect. Over the course of his life, 
he came to understand how important it is  
to obey—and how costly it can be to rebel. 

Abraham learned the hard way that manip- 
ulating circumstances to gain a desired result 
can bring heartache. The Lord had promised 
him and Sarah a child, but the couple was  
still waiting for that blessing when they were 
elderly. Already in her 80s, Sarah suggested 
that Abraham get an heir by having a child 
with her servant Hagar. The result was jeal-
ousy, family strife, and a bloody conflict that 
still rages today between the descendants of 
Hagar’s son Ishmael and Sarah’s son Isaac. 

Obedience will bring the Lord’s best, but 
it requires waiting on Him. Abraham was 
already an old man when God promised  
him descendants as numerous as the stars in 
the sky. (Genesis 15:5). This would not be 
fulfilled until he was 100 and Sarah was well 
past her child-bearing years, which meant that 
all the glory for Isaac’s miraculous conception 
and birth went to the Lord. Jumping ahead of  
God had harsh, long-term consequences. But 
the good news is that the couple’s mistakes 
could not prevent Him from carrying out His 
plan (Genesis 21:1-8). 

 |  The Lord has given us 
His Word so we might learn from the saints 
of old. Abraham’s life teaches us that obedi-
ence is essential. When we place our trust in  
a sovereign God and wait upon His timing,  
we have nothing to fear from the world.

6 Abraham’s Lesson 
on Obedience

READ | Genesis 16

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

W e d n e s d a y

Leviticus 21-23 Leviticus 24-25

E A R L Y   L I G H T

E A R L Y   L I G H T
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Abraham faced one of the greatest tests 
of obedience recorded in the Bible: God 

asked him to sacrifice his son Isaac. It’s hard 
to imagine the confusion and pain this request 
must have caused. However, Abraham obeyed 
willingly and promptly. His response teaches 
important lessons about yielding to God.

• Obedience often collides with reason. 
God had promised Abraham descendants too 
numerous to count, but He then asked for the 
father of those descendants to be sacrificed. 
In spite of the strangeness of the command, 
Abraham trusted God to keep His promise  
and so set out to obey (Hebrews 11:18-19). 

• Obedience means leaving the conse-
quences to God. Abraham had no idea how 
the promise could be fulfilled if Isaac was 
dead. But his words and actions indicate he  
believed in divine sovereignty. When Abraham  
took the boy to Mount Moriah, he told his 
servants, “. . . I and the lad will go over there; 
and we will worship and return to you” 
(Genesis 22:5). He didn’t say, “I will return” 
but expressed that both would come back. 
Abraham went to the holy place, determined 
to obey. At the same time, he fully expected 
that the Lord would somehow preserve Isaac 
in order to keep His pledge. God did this by 
providing a ram in the boy’s place (vv. 13-14). 

 |  The Lord already knows 
how His children will respond to tests of 
obedience. He challenges people because He 
wants them to know the truth about how well 
they submit. A believer’s willingness to obey 
(or disobey) reveals the state of his or her 
commitment to God.

7 Abraham’s Sacrifice

Leviticus 26-27

READ | Genesis 22

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

T h u r s d a y

The New Testament city of Philadelphia 
was strategically located on travel routes 

between Rome and the east, which made 
it an important conduit for Greek culture 
and language. The church there received an 
exciting opportunity when God planned that 
the region would become known for a new 
export—the good news of Jesus Christ. 

For the loyal church at Philadelphia, this 
was a tremendous blessing. In Revelation 3, 
Jesus Christ acknowledged the congregation’s 
deeds, which means they must have carried out 
their work with diligence and dependence on 
the Lord. The body also followed God’s Word 
and didn’t deny His name, despite opposition 
from “the synagogue of Satan”—the worldly 
people who also inhabited the city.

The Lord opens doors, not simply for mis-
sion organizations and churches, but also for 
individual believers. A chance to do His will 
in any area of life must be taken seriously, as 
His opportunities always lead to the path He 
has designed for us. Some seem too good to 
be true, others are cloaked in hardship, and 
still others defy human reasoning. We need 
to know how to listen for and discern God’s 
voice so that we can be certain when it is His 
hand opening a door.

 |  We all desire that the 
Lord give us His best for our life—in our 
vocation, finances, service, and spiritual 
growth. So we must build a proven record 
of faithful obedience, as the Philadelphian 
church did. When we serve Him with loy-
alty, humility, and diligence, God will open 
doors for even greater blessing.

8 The Door of 
Opportunity

Numbers 1-2

READ | Revelation 3:7-10

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

F r i d a y

E A R L Y   L I G H T

E A R L Y   L I G H T
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Mission work isn’t limited to foreign 
lands. Every church is surrounded by a 

community—a population of souls who need 
the Savior. As followers of Jesus, we are called 
to make disciples (Matthew 28:19-20). So we 
cannot justify sitting comfortably in a pew 
while our neighbors struggle without God. 
The local church is to be a lighthouse for the 
Lord, and four principles can help its efforts. 

First, the church needs a shared vision for 
carrying out the Great Commission in the 
community. To be effective disciple-makers, 
the congregation must be willing to work 
together. If only the pastor or a small group 
of church members are interested in this 
mission, it cannot succeed. Second, proper 
motivation is necessary. In God’s eyes, right 
reasons for sharing the gospel include love  
for Him, love for people, and a desire to be 
obedient. Third, the appropriate methods 
must be employed. Every community and 
situation is different, so no one method works 
everywhere. The approach used must be based 
on scriptural principles and directed by the 
Holy Spirit. Fourth, the church must draw 
upon the best energy—only through God’s 
Spirit can members be equipped for effective 
long-term witnessing to neighbors.

  |  Do you want to be 
part of a church that spreads the gospel in 
your community? Then start praying for the 
congregation and pastor to develop a shared 
vision and burden for the neighborhood. 
And commit yourself to getting involved in 
Scripture-based outreach. Be the spark that 
lights a fire in fellow Christians’ hearts.

The Gospel-Sharing 
Church

READ | Acts 2:1-41

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

T h e  W e e k e n d

In difficult or painful circumstances, many 
believers turn to the Scriptures in search 

of comfort and guidance. God has also given 
His children an assurance that will provide 
sustained encouragement through every 
season of life: “The Lord’s lovingkindnesses 
indeed never cease, for His compassions 
never fail. They are new every morning; great 
is Your faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22-23).

God truly is faithful. In other words, we can 
count on Him to be and do exactly what He 
says. For instance, the Bible assures us that the 
Lord is trustworthy, loving, and incapable of 
failure (Psalm 37:5; Romans 5:8; Joshua 1:5).  
He is so committed to the best interest of 
His children that He will use any facet of His 
nature—Comforter, Discipliner, Savior, etc.—
to guide them safely through life’s changes. 

Hardships may cause some believers to 
question God’s dependability, but we can 
trust Him because He knows all things. He’s 
aware of the duration and intensity of our 
current “season” and the purpose in it. He 
also uses His knowledge to offer us the best 
possible help and support. What’s more, the 
Lord is all-powerful, which means that He 
is more than adequate to meet needs and 
change circumstances according to His plan. 
And our Father is everywhere, including right 
beside us in whatever we face. He says, “I will 
never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you” 
(Hebrews 13:5). 

 |  Place your trust in the 
omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent Lord. 
Then you can awake with a fresh sense of His 
faithfulness to carry you through the day.

11 Encouragement  
in Every Season

READ | Psalm 62:5-8

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

M o n d a y

Numbers 3-6 Numbers 7-8

E A R L Y   L I G H T

E A R L Y   L I G H T
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As Christians, we like to compare notes 
about the Lord’s work in our lives. We 

share how He has blessed us or intervened in 
miraculous ways. But most of us don’t think 
to praise God when His work involves heart-
ache or struggle. In fact, we would rather 
resist or try to get around the hurt. And yet, 
surrendering to His hands is far better than 
living outside His will. No matter what we 
face, God has promised to be with us in all 
His power and wisdom, and He is faithful to 
every single promise He has made. 

We know we’re trusting in His faithfulness 
when our prayer is, “God, keep me in this 
season of life until You have accomplished 
Your purpose in me.” Acknowledging that 
His plan is best—and that it should be 
seen through to completion—is hard. I have 
been a Christian for more than 60 years, and 
sometimes I still struggle to yield fully.

Surrendering to the Lord’s work in our life 
will transform us. Circumstances might not 
change, but our attitude will begin to reflect 
peace, contentment, and trust in Jesus Christ. 
Confidence in God shields us from anxiety, 
because we’re focused on Him and His prom-
ises of protection and provision.

 |  None of us want to face 
hardship, but God sometimes requires that 
we suffer. Through our trials, we learn trust, 
patience, compassion, and other attributes 
needed for living a godly life. Our periods 
of hurt make us more like Jesus Christ than 
other experiences can. And that is a blessing 
well worth sharing with believers and any-
one else who will listen.

12 The Wisdom  
to Surrender

Numbers 9-11

READ | Isaiah 41:9-11

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

T u e s d a y

Valentine’s Day always seems like a good 
time to remind people about the Lord’s 

love for mankind or our responsibility to care  
for neighbors and the needy. But the Bible 
also speaks of another important yet often 
overlooked type of love—that of self.

Many Christians are taught to believe that 
caring for one’s own person is a form of self-
ishness. Verses are frequently pulled out of 
context to support this erroneous view. For 
example, Paul’s remarks about himself use 
phrases like “foremost sinner” and “wretched 
man” (1 Timothy 1:15; Romans 7:24). Though 
these comments may seem disparaging, the 
apostle is actually glorifying God for the great 
work done in his life. 

Some also challenge the idea of self-love by 
pointing to the admonition in Luke 14:26 that 
a man must “hate . . . his own life” to follow 
Christ. But Jesus is not promoting hostility; 
rather, He’s explaining that our allegiance to  
Him must be absolute, even when such loy-
alty is costly to us or those we love.

No scripture implies that the people God 
created—whether believers or unbelievers—
are undeserving of love. Actually, the opposite 
is true. Jesus demonstrated that every person 
has value to God. Self-love should naturally 
grow out of a recognition that we’re precious 
to Him. Yet somehow, over the years, healthy 
appreciation of self has been mislabeled as 
egotism or pride. 

 |  Reverencing one’s own 
being is not self-centeredness. We’re to care 
for our body, mind, and soul as treasured 
possessions given by a God who loves us.

13 Valued by God

Numbers 12-14

READ | Matthew 22:34-40

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

W e d n e s d a y

E A R L Y   L I G H T

E A R L Y   L I G H T
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Although a number of places in the Bible 
contain the command, “You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself” (Leviticus 19:18; 
Matthew 19:19; Galatians 5:14), Christians 
often overlook the “as yourself” part. But no 
one can fully love the Lord or anyone else 
unless he loves his own being. This means 
reverencing oneself as a child of God, created 
for fellowship with Him. 

All people are valuable to the Lord. But the 
believer’s self-worth is rooted in the fact that 
we have a relationship with God. We are to 
care for ourselves, based upon the fact that 
He has provided for our salvation, given us 
the Holy Spirit, and developed a unique plan 
for our life. 

Love of self is essential to God’s plan for 
every believer. He desires that we exercise 
care for our own person, which helps us 
relate to Him. If we dislike ourselves, we may 
feel unworthy of God’s love and refuse to 
approach Him as Father. But love teaches us 
to see ourselves the way the Lord does—as 
available vessels, each with unique gifts and 
talents. Then we can offer greater usefulness 
to the kingdom. Using us to the fullest extent 
of our God-given abilities is the Father’s goal, 
and if we have a righteous love for self, that  
will be our goal too.

 |  Whoever you are and 
whatever your circumstances may be, I can 
tell you something about yourself. God has 
a special plan for you. But He cannot set you 
on the path to achieving His goals for your 
life until you recognize your worth and learn 
to love the person He created you to be.

14 The Truth About  
Love of Self

READ | Galatians 5:13-14

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

T h u r s d a y

Yesterday was Valentine’s Day, and many 
people no doubt received cards, gifts, or 

kind words from friends and family. But no 
matter how tender our expressions of affec-
tion can be, human love pales in comparison 
to Jesus’ divine love, which He demonstrated 
by dying on the cross to save us.

Jesus lived a perfect life—one which was 
sinless and fully pleasing to God. He had no 
unrighteousness for which He owed payment 
(Romans 3:23). But we do. Until the Savior 
intervened, our destiny was fixed: we were 
headed for eternal separation from God. The 
Lord cared so much that He willingly set aside 
His divinity and became a man to live among 
people whose hearts were far from the Father. 
In fact, He even came to die on behalf of a 
world that rejected Him.

Today’s passage describes the mystery of an 
innocent person dying in place of a guilty one. 
He questions who among us would volunteer 
to take on the justly deserved punishment of 
someone else. Perhaps we’d consider helping a 
righteous person, but Jesus was willing to help 
the guilty. He voluntarily became our substi-
tute—taking on our sin-debt and enduring 
the penalty we deserved. God’s wrath was 
poured out on Him for all our sins.

 |  The Savior died on the 
cross so that we might enter God’s family 
and live with Him forever. Because of Jesus’ 
sacrifice, our status has been changed from 
outsider to child of God, from enemy to 
beloved, and from stranger to friend. No one 
could care about us more deeply than that. 
Jesus is truly our loving friend. 

15 Our Loving Friend

READ | Romans 5:6-11

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

F r i d a y

Numbers 15-17 Numbers 18-21

E A R L Y   L I G H T

E A R L Y   L I G H T
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Jesus is the best friend we will ever have. He 
has all the qualities that make someone a 

good companion.
He accepts us. Jesus died for us while we 

were still sinners (Romans 5:8) and offers 
salvation to us just as we are. All of our 
sins are forgiven the moment we believe in 
Christ. Furthermore, God adopts us into His 
family and sends His Spirit to dwell within 
us. The Spirit’s presence is a sign that our 
acceptance by God and our adoption as His 
children are permanent benefits. 

He hears us. Jesus serves as our high priest 
in heaven. He listens to our prayers, represents 
us before God, and intercedes on our behalf 
(Romans 8:34). Human friends and family 
may ignore us, but Jesus never will. 

He understands us. During His life on 
earth, Jesus encountered the same type of 
hardships and challenges we face. He had few 
material possessions and no place of His own. 
People asked for His help day and night, so 
there were constant demands on His time. He 
experienced the pain of being misunderstood 
by those He sought to help—and of having 
His motives questioned by the authorities. 
What’s more, He can identify with those who 
suffer physically, as He endured the agony  
of crucifixion. 

He gives us wise counsel. Jesus sent His 
Holy Spirit to guide us into truth. As we 
meditate on Scripture, we will receive insight, 
direction, encouragement to persevere, and 
warnings for our protection.  

 | A relationship with Jesus 
satisfies like no other. Is He your best friend?	

Our Very Best Friend

Numbers 22-25

READ | John 15:9-15

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

T h e  W e e k e n d

E A R L Y   L I G H T

“Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face 
to face, just as a man speaks to his friend” 
(Exodus 33:11a). 

“Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but  
an enemy multiplies kisses.” (Proverbs 27:6).

“And some men were carrying on a bed a man 
who was paralyzed; and they were trying to 
bring him in and to set him down in front of 
Him. But not finding any way to bring him in 
because of the crowd, they went up on the roof 
and let him down through the tiles with his 
stretcher, into the middle of the crowd, in front 
of Jesus. Seeing their faith, He said, ‘Friend, your 
sins are forgiven you’” (Luke 5:18-20).

“Greater love has no one than this, that one lay 
down his life for his friends. You are My friends 
if you do what I command you. No longer do 
I call you slaves, for the slave does not know 
what his master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, for all things that I have heard 
from My Father I have made known to you”  
(John 15:13-15).

“And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, 
‘And Abraham believed God, and it was reck-
oned to him as righteousness,’” and he was 
called the friend of God” (James 2:23). 

“You adulteresses, do you not know that 
friendship with the world is hostility toward 
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend 
of the world makes himself an enemy of God” 
(James 4:4).
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Scripture says that Jesus Christ was “in very 
nature God” (Philippians 2:6 niv), yet He 

left heaven to become a man. Here on earth, 
He lived in full submission to His Father’s 
plans, with no restrictions or conditions. Jesus 
gave God complete control over everything He 
did and held nothing back—not even His life, 
which He sacrificed on the cross for our sake. 

Jesus did this because He had perfect trust  
in the One who sent Him. For example, He 
knew that: everything is under the Father’s 
sovereign control, and no plan of His can be 
thwarted; God’s decisions are good, as they 
are based on divine love, mercy, and justice; 
God’s plans always take into account what is 
best for us, and His will is to lead us towards 
repentance, salvation, and spiritual growth. In 
addition, Jesus obeyed to bring glory to the 
Father’s name (John 17:4). 

We are to live the same way—in uncon-
ditional surrender to God’s will. This means 
acknowledging that He has the right to 
order our lives—including finances, family, 
friends, and fun—and relinquishing control 
over these areas to Him. Now and again, we 
may have to let go of things we love. But at 
other times, we will receive rich blessings 
from His hand. 

 |  By submitting to God’s 
authority, we declare our trust in Him and 
our willingness to accept whatever He sends 
us—riches or poverty, health or sickness, 
marriage or singleness. Full submission is 
the only way to live a victorious Christian 
life. That’s how we glorify the Father, grow in 
Christlikeness, and receive the Lord’s favor.

18 Fully Submitted

READ | Philippians 2:6-8
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On occasion, we’re amazed by a believer’s 
perseverance in adversity and confidence 

in God’s promises. Such people demonstrate a 
spiritual fullness that many of us long to have. 
A closer look reveals that they have followed  
Jesus’ example and surrendered all to God. 

We may find it hard to submit to the Lord, 
because we like to be in charge. This has been 
man’s problem since the beginning. Adam and 
Eve, the first human beings, decided to ignore 
God’s warning and charted their own course, 
which ended in disaster. Like them, we often 
overlook the limitations of our understanding 
and ignore God’s wisdom and knowledge. 

Another reason that we hold back is fear: 
perhaps we won’t like what the Lord chooses 
for us—He might ask us to give up a favorite 
activity or take on additional responsibility. 
How we are perceived by others also factors  
into our decision about submission, as we 
don’t appreciate criticism for being “too reli-
gious.” In addition, selfishness and pride can 
make us reluctant to let God take charge: we 
cling to our ideas and dreams and prefer to  
be independent. 

The truth is the opposite of what we think. 
By yielding control to the Lord, we position 
ourselves to live the abundant spiritual life.  
We’ll experience His deep love, which satisfies 
more fully than any other. Our usefulness in 
His service will be maximized as we operate 
in the Spirit’s power. And obedience will also 
bring glory to Him as well as blessings to us. 

 |  Surrender is the way 
to abundance. Won’t you humble yourself 
before God and relinquish all to Him?  

19 Unconditional 
Surrender

READ | James 4:7-10
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Numbers 32-33

Sin plays no favorites. It works its way into 
everyone’s life without regard to age, race, 

or economic status. Regardless of the form 
it takes, it always tempts us to choose our 
own way. Rebellion is harmful and addictive. 
Repetitions of sinful behavior lead to more 
of the same, until the action is so entrenched 
that we cannot stop. We become enslaved.

The descent into a pattern of disobedience 
begins in our minds. Once our thinking is 
involved, the influence extends to our behav-
ior, eventually progressing until we are more 
entrenched than we ever imagined. Deception 
permeates the whole process. We tell ourselves 
there is no harm in what we’re doing. After  
all, other people behave the same way. 

Sin’s demands keep increasing, and yet its 
benefits are only short-term. Eventually, we 
experience emptiness instead of satisfaction, 
pain in place of comfort, and loss rather 
than gain. Habitual sin splits our mind and 
emotions. Then we spend less time meeting  
our responsibilities and more time satisfying 
cravings. Our care and concern for others 
diminishes too. Over time, feelings of guilt 
and entrapment can take their toll and lead 
to a desire to self-destruct. 

 |  Faith in Jesus sets us 
free from sin’s domination. Through the 
Holy Spirit, we have the power to say no to 
the habits that control us. The road to free-
dom starts with confession, followed by an 
admission that we cannot stop on our own. 
Committing to follow God’s direction is next. 
The struggle may be fierce, but in Jesus, the 
victory is assured (1 Corinthians 15:57).

21 Overcoming  
Habitual Sin

Numbers 34-36

READ | Titus 2:11-14

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

T h u r s d a y

E A R L Y   L I G H T

God established protective boundaries 
for His children because He knows the 

dangers of disobedience, for the transgressor 
as well as for others affected by the sin. His 
Word warns us not to give in to temptation 
but to follow Jesus in a life of sacrifice, which 
is the way to true contentment. 

In contrast, the world says satisfaction is 
found in acquiring goods, wealth, status, and 
friends. Satan whispers the lie that gratifica-
tion comes from self-indulgence. His goal of 
turning us away from God started with his 
temptation of Adam and Eve. The Creator had 
given them access to every tree in the Garden 
of Eden but one. The first man and woman 
stepped outside the limit set by the Lord, ate 
the forbidden fruit, and became separated  
from Him. Satan used doubt (“Did God really 
say?”), deceit (“You will not surely die”), 
and self-delusion (“You will be like God”) 
to achieve his aim (Gen. 3:1-4 niv). He made 
rebellion against God—which is the root of all 
sin—seem very attractive. And the Enemy’s 
methods are the same today.

The only way we can withstand the world’s 
clamor, the Devil’s whispers, and our own 
selfish desires is by immersing ourselves in 
God’s Word. We must focus our attention on 
knowing the Lord in all His fullness, believing 
His promises, and obeying His commands. 
Only through our relationship with Christ will 
we be able to fight the battle against sin and 
stand firm. 

 |  Clear your mind of dis-
tractions, and allow the Lord to speak to you 
through His Word. He has much to tell you.

20 Fighting the Battle 
Against Sin

READ | 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
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Like many people today, the Israelites in 
Jesus’ time believed they were destined for 

heaven. They mistakenly thought that to join 
God’s family, good works and an intellectual 
faith were all that He required. 

To help us grasp the truth about entering  
His Father’s kingdom, Jesus described two 
roads, which lead in opposite directions. One  
is a broad highway, where most people travel. 
It’s an easy journey, requiring few commit-
ments and allowing all kinds of philosophies. 
Because just about everything is acceptable,  
people are free to be self-indulgent and choose 
what they each think is best. The broad path 
promises to give us whatever we desire, but in 
the end, it delivers nothing of lasting value. 

Jesus described the other road as narrow.  
It has a small entrance, because there is only 
one way to be reconciled to God—through 
faith in Christ. Traveling on this path requires 
a commitment to the Savior and a lifestyle of 
dependence, sacrifice, and trust. 

Once we belong to Jesus, the Holy Spirit  
empowers us for everything that is required 
on the way of righteousness: loving God with  
our whole heart, loving our neighbors, and  
carrying out the Lord’s purposes. His plans 
are to take precedence over our own. In 
contrast to the disappointments on the broad 
road, every divine promise is guaranteed.	

 |  Each of us must choose 
which path to take: the wide one, that ends in 
hopelessness and eternal separation from the 
Lord, or the narrow one leading to life ever-
lasting. If you desire a relationship with God 
through Jesus, just ask.

22 The Choice We Make

READ | Matthew 7:13-14
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The Father has opened a way for sinners  
to be forgiven and set on the path of 

righteousness—namely, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. Placing trust in Him as our 
personal Savior makes us members of God’s 
family and takes us immediately onto the 
narrow road, which is only for His followers.

As we journey on this heavenward high-
way, the Holy Spirit acts as our guide and 
teaches us what we need to know. Through 
Him, we develop the ability to see beyond the 
temporal to the eternal. With spiritual eyes, 
we will catch glimpses of the Lord’s majesty, 
comprehend the depth of our Savior’s love 
for us, and experience the invisible, power-
ful presence of the Spirit. We will witness 
the awe-inspiring transformation of ordinary, 
pride-filled human beings into humble, loving 
ambassadors for Christ. Our minds will grasp 
the truths of God’s Word, and we will hear 
Him speaking to us through it. On the broad 
road, none of these things are possible.

Despite such amazing blessings, we at times 
all wander from the Lord’s will. We might be 
drawn away by the glitter of material things, 
the temporary satisfaction of self-indulgence, 
or a desire to be part of the crowd. Whatever 
we hope to find outside of God’s plan proves 
illusive and temporary. Only by walking with 
Christ on the path of godliness will we find the 
security and contentment we crave.

 |  If you are drifting in 
your Christian life, allowing the world’s  
priorities to direct your steps, then you need 
to turn back. Jesus calls you to deny yourself 
and commit to following Him alone.

The Narrow Road

READ | Matthew 16:24-27
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In public, most people appear happy and 
confident. But beneath the surface, many 

feel empty. In fact, it is possible to be in a 
large crowd and yet feel alone. 

A lot of men and women see no meaning or 
purpose in life. Attempting to overcome the 
emptiness, some become busy, others turn 
to drugs or alcohol, and still others strive for 
more money, power, or love. Though pleasure 
exists for them, it is usually short-lived. 

There’s a reason why life can feel empty: 
God created man with a yearning—one that 
He alone is able to satisfy. Individuals cannot 
be fulfilled until they experience the Lord’s 
transforming and unconditional love. Jesus 
said, “I came that they may have life, and have 
it abundantly” (John 10:10). In other words, 
God wants us to feel complete, which can  
happen only through a relationship with Him. 

However, even a person who is saved can  
feel empty. This could result from disobedi-
ence: a slight detour in one’s walk with the 
Lord can become a way of life, depriving a 
believer of deep satisfaction. It’s also possible 
for Christians to live according to God’s Word 
without fully surrendering their desires to 
Him. For example, many believers still try 
to fill up their own void with achievement, 
wealth, or relationships. When aspirations 
like these are given higher priority than the 
Lord, they are a form of idolatry.

 |  We can live a full life 
only when we seek God above all else. Pray 
for His guidance as you search your heart. 
Confess any sin or idolatry, and ask God to 
fill your life as only He can do. 

25 How to Avoid  
an Empty Life

Deuteronomy 7-9

READ | Psalm 16:11
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“You will make known to me the path of  
life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; 
in Your right hand there are pleasures  
forever” (Psalm 16: 11). 

“But the humble will inherit the land and 
will delight themselves in abundant pros-
perity” (Psalm 37:11).

“How blessed is he whose help is the God of 
Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his God, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea and 
all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; 
who executes justice for the oppressed; who  
gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets 
the prisoners free. The Lord opens the 
eyes of the blind; the Lord raises up those 
who are bowed down; the Lord loves the 
righteous; the Lord protects the strangers; 
He supports the fatherless and the widow, 
but He thwarts the way of the wicked. The 
Lord will reign forever . . . Praise the Lord!” 
(Psalm 146:5-10).

“For of His fullness we have all received, 
and grace upon grace” (John 1:16).

“And God is able to make all grace abound 
to you, so that always having all sufficiency 
in everything, you may have an abundance 
for every good deed” (2 Corinthians 9:8).

“Now to Him who is able to do far more 
abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works within 
us” (Ephesians 3:20).



28
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As we saw in yesterday’s devotion, count-
less people go through life feeling empty, 

which is contrary to God’s plan. The account 
of the Samaritan woman in John 4 teaches 
several important points about fulfillment. 

Filling our emptiness is important to 
the Lord. Jewish people didn’t travel through 
Samaria because of their intense hatred for its 
inhabitants. Yet Jesus, a Jew, chose to travel 
there because He knew a hurting Samaritan 
was ready to hear about the Father’s love. 

Our attempts at happiness often leave us 
feeling hopeless. The woman at the well had 
been wed five times, but all of her marriages 
had failed. Whether or not the problems were 
her fault, she was left without the love she 
sought. Most likely, each broken relationship 
left her feeling lonelier than before.

God knows our pain. When the woman 
admitted she didn’t presently have a husband, 
Jesus revealed that He already knew she and 
the man living with her were not married. By 
demonstrating His awareness of her hurt and 
longing for fulfillment, the Lord helped the 
woman recognize her need for a Savior.

Jesus can satisfy our yearnings. Once the 
Samaritan woman realized what was missing, 
Jesus revealed how to live a full life: “Everyone 
who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but 
whoever drinks the water I give him will never 
thirst” (vv. 13-14).

 |  Do you ever feel like the 
Samaritan woman—dissatisfied with life and 
thirsty for love and fulfillment? Surrender to 
God, and allow His love to flow through you. 
Only then will you experience abundant life. 

26 From Emptiness  
to Fulfillment

READ | John 4:3-18
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Throughout history, people have debated 
what happens after death. This subject 

in many ways remains a mystery since the 
dead cannot tell of their experiences.

Yet God’s Word contains an abundance of  
truth about life after death. In today’s verses,  
Paul explains what will happen at Christ’s 
return—both to the saints who have died and 
to those still living. First, Jesus will descend 
from the sky in a way similar to His ascension 
(Acts 1:11). Then, God will resurrect the bodies 
of departed believers. (Of course, as we know 
from 2 Corinthians 5:8, their spirits will have 
been with Jesus since the moment of physical 
death). Next, Christians who are still alive will  
be transformed; they’ll rise to meet Jesus in 
the air and will dwell with Him forever.

While we should strive to glorify the Lord 
every moment we’re alive, it is important to 
be aware of these future events. The reason 
is found in 1 Thessalonians 4:13b: “So that 
you will not grieve as do the rest who have 
no hope.” In fact, verse 18 tells us to comfort  
each other with the understanding of what 
will happen when Jesus returns. Knowing the 
pain we encounter in this life—from tragedy, 
loss, fear, and sickness—God gives Christians 
a glimpse of the wonderful future in store. 	

 |  What a loving heavenly 
Father! He understands our pain and gives us 
such hope, comfort, and strength to endure 
life’s hardships. Read the Scripture passage 
again—but this time, in place of the words 
“those who have fallen asleep,” substitute 
the name of a departed Christian you love— 
and bask in the hope that God has given.      

27 The Hope of  
Jesus’ Return

READ | 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

W e d n e s d a y

Deuteronomy 10-12 Deuteronomy 13-15

E A R L Y   L I G H T

E A R L Y   L I G H T



w w w . i n t o u c h . o r g   |  45

Movies can be so absorbing that we 
are easily “transported” until the final 

credits thrust us back to real life. Yet more 
amazing than any film is what Christians will 
experience at Jesus’ return. 

The apostle Paul urges believers to become 
familiar with what will occur at that remarkable 
time (1 Thessalonians 4:13). Just imagine . . .  
• What we will hear: Jesus “will descend 
from heaven with a shout” (v. 16). Perhaps 
the Lord will say something similar to the 
words He spoke when raising Lazarus back 
to life: “Come forth!” (John 11:43). The voice 
of the archangel Michael—the leader of the 
angelic host—and a heavenly trumpet will 
also be heard, calling the saints to assemble. 
• What we will see: The Lord will come down 
from above (Acts 1:11), to be met in the air by 
newly resurrected deceased saints and then, a 
moment later, by “translated” living believers. 
• What we will feel: Though it’s impossible 
to know exactly what the experience will be 
like, we can expect it to be magnificent. We’ll 
be transformed physically: unlike our present 
body, our new form won’t be susceptible to 
pain, sin, sickness, or death. And in an instant, 
we will be brought into the presence of our  
heavenly Father, to remain with Him eternally. 

|  It’s not hard to become  
disheartened by the materialism, selfishness, 
and hopelessness of this world. However, 
we can encourage one another—and our-
selves—with a reminder about Jesus’ return  
(1 Thess. 4:18). So when hardships get you 
down, think about this exciting event in your 
future. The best is yet to be!

28 Imagine His Return

Deuteronomy 16-19

READ | Acts 1:9-11
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From time to time, everyone faces a big 
decision of some kind. As believers, we 

should face such crossroads with the desire 
to follow the Lord’s will. The Hebrew leader 
Joshua gives us an example to follow.

God gave Joshua clear directives, which, 
from a human standpoint, didn’t make much 
sense: He told the leader to march his men 
around the city for seven days. Many of us 
might have questioned such a battle plan. 

Yet Joshua was fully committed to obeying, 
and he refused to reconsider that decision, 
even after (quite literally) receiving marching 
orders (Joshua 3:3-5). He followed directions 
exactly, and God gave the Israelites victory 
through his obedience. 

Sadly, many believers are less determined 
to obey. Even when the Lord’s instructions 
seem perfectly sensible, internal pressure can 
still make us second-guess what we should  
do. Sometimes, we don’t trust God enough to 
take a big step of faith. Or we may question 
whether we heard Him correctly. Another 
possibility is fear of failure. But we should 
realize this: When we seek God’s will, walk  
in His way, and obey what we believe He is 
saying, He graciously works—even through 
our missteps—for our good (Romans 8:28). 

External pressure can also veer us away 
from God’s best. When we choose to obey 
Him, we may face persecution and criticism. 
However, we must seek to please God, even if 
that means displeasing others.

 |  What decisions are you 
facing? Pray for wisdom and direction, con-
fess any disobedience, and be ready to obey.

29 Joshua’s Decisiveness

Deuteronomy 20-22

READ | Joshua 1:1-9

O N E   Y E A R
THE BIBLE IN

F r i d a y

E A R L Y   L I G H T

E A R L Y   L I G H T



Serving others isn’t always a piece of cake.
Jesus said that greatness in His kingdom starts with servanthood, just 
as He Himself demonstrated with humility and love. In this dynamic 
study, Dr. Stanley shows you how to cultivate a heart that enables you 
to truly follow Christ and impact the world.

Developing a Servant’s Heart   Workbook $7.99   Set of 6 $39.99

Tap into a never-ending supply of hope. 
Inspiring others is one of the best gifts you can give. Through this 
study, you’ll gain a new understanding of all that the Lord makes 
available to you—and how you can use what you receive to minister 
powerfully to others.

Sharing the Gift of Encouragement   Workbook $7.99   Set of 6 $39.99

Your family can withstand any challenge.
Strong families are a threat to the Enemy. This essential study shows 
you how to recognize attacks, pull down spiritual strongholds, find 
freedom from bondage, and build a solid foundation of love and 
authenticity.

Protecting Your Family    Workbook $7.99   Set of 6 $39.99

These new updated editions of Dr. Stanley’s classic study guides are perfect 
for individuals or groups. Each features ten lessons that include Scripture 
study, questions for discussion or reflection, and application.

Get a special discount when you purchase 6 workbooks for your group study!



Experience the assurance of your Savior’s love.
Do you ever wonder if you’re going to heaven or whether you really 
know God? This foundational Bible study helps you know for sure—
and equips you to share the good news with others.

Understanding Eternal Security   Workbook $7.99   Set of 6 $39.99

There’s strength for the broken-hearted, 
burned-out, and abused.
Emotional pain can ruin your relationships, drain your creativity, and 
damage your health. This powerful study will help you find healing 
and renewal. 

Developing Inner Strength   Workbook $7.99   Set of 6 $39.99

Defeat temptation time and time again.
Learn how to protect yourself with spiritual “armor,” and conquer sin 
through God’s grace. This challenging guide provides the tools you 
need to live a victorious Christian life.

Winning on the Inside   Workbook $7.99   Set of 6 $39.99  

See yourself through God’s eyes.
Embracing your amazing identity in Christ can turn life around. This 
exciting study helps you unlock your vast potential and discover the 
way God sees you—as His masterpiece in the making.

Discovering Your Identity   Workbook $7.99   Set of 6 $39.99

Pass down to your kids what matters most.
More than education, financial security, or even a good relationship 
with you, equipping your children to develop Christ-centered lives  
gives them an inheritance nothing can match. From what he’s learned 
as a parent, Dr. Stanley shares the foundations of a godly legacy. 

Leaving a Godly Legacy   Workbook $7.99   Set of 6 $39.99
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