


Even though they’d just recovered
from long hours in post-production with
the first Narnia movie, Mark and Andrew
quickly signed up for Prince Caspian and
hit the ground running.

Ground, it turns out, was one of the
most difficult challenges of their new
production. Location Manager James
Crowley traveled to Europe, China, South
America, and Australia scouting out the
right setting. “On Lion we found our
locations pretty early on,” says Mark.
“In this one, it just took forever.”

“Part of it was what we were looking
for,” he continues, “and the other part
is that Andrew Adamson is a very precise
director.” In the movie, the Pevensie kids
attempt to cross a river, but they realize,
to their dismay, that it has turned into
a gorge over the
past 1,300 Narnian
years. Finding this
gorge proved most
troublesome.

“Many countries
and states have their
own film commissions, and you can look
things up,” Mark explains. “But when
you’re this specific, they really don’t [have
a database].” Thankfully, they found a
suitable gorge in Poland at the last minute.

Another down-to-the-wire find was
actor Ben Barnes, who plays the title role
of Prince Caspian. “We saw him about
a month before we started shooting—
which is very, very tight,” Mark says.

Meeting with Barnes was tricky, due
to his on-stage performance schedule in
London. The Caspian crew interviewed
him in California on a Sunday afternoon
and had him back in London by Monday
afternoon. “Nobody knew that he had
gone to Los Angeles, let alone landed a
starring role in a major film,” says Mark.

While the crew faced their share of
challenges (including some interesting
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bug bites in New Zealand), some aspects
of filming proved easier this time around.
For instance, they already had four great
young actors and actresses to play the
Pevensie siblings.

Mark reflects proudly on their skills
and enthusiasm: “They loved doing their
own stunts and did really crazy things on
horses and [with] sword fights.” He says,
“All of them are wonderful actors. It was
surprising how natural they were and how
adept they became. It was very exciting.”

Truth be told, though, they did
encounter one problem with a Pevensie
child: the youngest girl, Georgie, kept
losing teeth. She had fake ones to wear
in their place, but on occasion, she’d
forget to use them. Inevitably, a camera
operator would notice, and a stage hand
would be sent scram-
blirg to recover her
dental props.

In addition to
thav sharp-eyed
cameraman—and the
other talented crew
members and actors—Mark has one more
person he’d like to thank: C.S. Lewis, for
creating seven unique yet related books.
Despite sharing characters and themes,
each book tells a new story. He says this
reduces the risk of making a sequel that’s
“more of the same.” Having such varied
material gives him one less thing to worry
about with the next Narnia film. The
Voyage of the Dawn Treader is already
in the works. “As long as the audience
keeps supporting us, we’re gonna keep
making [the movies],” Mark says, “I
would love to make all seven.”$

Prince Caspian opens in theaters
May 16.

The Chronicles of Narnia
Softcover | $21.99 (includes all seven books)
See order form or visit www.intouch.ory.
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HOW FIVE SISTERS CHANGED THE WORLD FOR WOMEN
by Adam Colwell

Their names are decidedly obscure.
Mahlah. Hoglah. Milcah. Noah. Tirzah.
Their action, taken eight centuries before
the founding of Rome, is largely lost in
the annals of time. But every woman
owes them a debt of gratitude. So does
every lawyer.

The names belong to the daughters
of Zelophehad—five girls who were of
appropriate age, in our modern day, to
be attending a university law school. But
in their time, in the ancient Near East,
they had few freedoms and even less say
about the course of their futures.
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Thankfully, that didn’t stop them from
challenging the statutes of their culture
while respecting the tenets of their faith.
In so doing, they won an incredible vic-
tory for women’s rights while giving us an
inspiring example of undaunted courage.

Their story is found in the book of
Numbers. Their father Zelophehad, a
Manassite, had died in the wilderness.
Since he was not in the company of
Korah, who had rebelled against Moses,
his family had a right to his inheri-
tance. There was a problem, though.
Zelophehad did not have a son to claim



that inheritance, but only daughters, who
had absolutely no property rights under
existing customs. Seeing this as unfair,
the young women teamed together and
boldly declared they were entitled to
what he had left.

This happened at a key moment in the
history of Israel. The people were getting
ready to enter the Promised Land and
therefore had commissioned a census so
that the new land could be distributed
properly before they crossed the Jordan.
The daughters of Zelophehad had been
counted among those in their tribe who
would be at least 20 years of age by the
time the land was apportioned. They
were wise enough to recognize that the
time was ripe to take a stand; otherwise,
they would risk losing any chance of
securing their father’s inheritance for
their families.

Unprecedented Blessing,
The young ladies did something that
had never been tried before. They went
directly to Moses, the priest Eleazar, and
the whole congregation to state their
case publicly. “Why should the name of
our father be withdrawn from among his
family because he had no son? Give us a
possession among our father’s brothers”
(Num. 27:4). Their request was unprece-
dented, an act of great conviction and risk.
Can you imagine the scene? They
must have endured intense ridicule,
even consternation, from “old-school”
Israelites who believed that women—
especially ones so youthful—should simply
know their place and remain silent. Some
may have even interpreted their actions
as an affront to almighty God and the
laws He had so carefully established.
Moses certainly must have discerned
this, but he also knew the solution. He
took their case before the Lord, a God
of justice and right. And the ultimate

Judge quickly returned His decision:
“The daughters of Zelophehad are right
in their statements. You shall surely give
them a hereditary possession among their
father’s brothers, and you shall transfer
the inheritance of their father to them”
(Num. 27:7). God’s ruling was in favor
of the sisters. The law was rewritten, and
women gained legal property rights for
the very first time. Later, the case was
broadened to include other instances,
such as when there were no brothers or
surviving children of the deceased.

It was one of the earliest reported law-
suits on record. In modern times, it has
been used by attorneys and jurists for
opinions, and it is still accepted as the
oldest decided case cited as a legal
authority. In fact, an American Bar
Association Journal article by Henry C.
Clark, dating back to 1924, quotes this
decision, describing it as a judgment “of
tremendous significance. The judgment
or decree was applicable to all the 12
tribes. It altered their very constitution
of government. The fundamental policy of
the state was changed. Whereas women
had not before been counted, now they
could be numbered. Whereas before, in
the absence of male descendants, a family
became extinct and the daughters pen-
niless, now daughters could preserve the
family and receive the estate.” Edith Deen,
in her book A/l of the Women of the Bible,
summarized it this way: “Up until [then]
women had had no legal property rights.
This is one of the reasons a man always
desired a son. Now women were numbered
as human beings and legally entitled to the
same property rights as men.”

Setting a Precedent for Others

The bold action of Mahlah, Hoglah,
Milcah, Noah, and Tirzah shows the
incredible impact one instance of courage
can have not just in your life, but in their
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lives of others, even generations into the future. They

also provided a model for other women with names just

as obscure, who felt led by God to challenge the status quo
of their times—for example, in the worlds of publishing,
missions work, and prison outreach.

In the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Anne Bradstreet lost her
home in a fire, saw a daughter die at age four, and was sepa-
rated from her husband Simon for extended periods when
duty took him to England. However, these experiences, and
the faith in God they inspired, were expressed in her poems,
which were eventually published as The Tenth Muse. It was
the first volume of enduring English language poetry ever
produced by a woman.

Within the churches of the 1800s, there was intense opposi-
tion to single women who wanted to become missionaries.
Sarah Doremus began a new missions association—the
Women’s Union Missionary Society of America—which broke
down those barriers. In addition to raising eight children,
Sarah also led an organization to return women prisoners to
society; organized relief for Christian Greeks oppressed by
Muslim Turks; and cooperated with efforts to create both a
children’s hospital and a separate women’s hospital in New
York State.

In 1896, the warden of Sing Sing Correctional Facility in
Ossining, New York, summoned Maud Booth to speak to
inmates. She boldly told them, “I do not come here to prevent
you from paying the just penalty of your crimes; take your
medicine like men. When you have paid the penalty, I will
help you. I will nurse you back to health. I will get you work.
Above all, I will trust you. It depends on you whether I keep
doing so or not.” Five prisoners made up their minds to fol-
low Christ that day. By year’s end, she formed the Volunteer
Prison League. As of 1923, over 100,000 prisoners had signed
up for its programs. Maud set up “Houses of Hope” around
the country to help ease ex-cons back into society. Thanks
to her efforts, Volunteers of America did as much to bring about

twentieth-century prison reform as did any other organization.

What courageous act is the Lord asking of you? It may
not be to challenge the legal mores of the day or to pioneer
a great ministry outreach. It could be as simple—and as
profound—as witnessing to a neighbor, confronting a loved
one about a relationship problem, or starting a new business.
Whatever it is, follow the bold example of the daughters of
Zelophehad and their modern-day predecessors. You’ll likely
discover that God will bless you, and others, in ways you’ll
find unprecedented. 4



{BUILDING WISELY}

Estate Plans,

The Wisdom of Being Prepared

BY GEORGE M. HILLER, JD, LLM, MBA, CFP®

While we all have earnest intentions of
planning for the future, too many of us
put it oft. Consider this scenario: After
35 years of working for a small commu-
nity bank, a woman we’ll call “Carolyn”
retired so she could spend more time
with her family and get more involved
at church. She wasn’t concerned about
finances because her husband, who’d
passed away six years earlier, had built
a sizeable estate that she now managed.
Carolyn’s plan
was to bless
her family and
church with
that estate
one day when
she went
home to be
with the Lord.
Unfortunately,
Carolyn post-
poned making
an estate plan because she assumed she
had time. She was healthy and active, and

estate planning didn’t seem like a priority.

One day when Carolyn was driving
home from the grocery store, a garbage
truck ran a stop light and plowed into
the driver’s side of her car. According
to paramedics, she died instantly.

Carolyn left behind three children and
five grandchildren. She had envisioned
exactly how her holdings were to benefit
not only each relative, but also her
church. However, in the absence of

an estate plan, state law would now deter-
mine what happened to her property. Her
estate was taxed at 45 percent. That left just
a little more than half to pay obligations,
and the balance was equally distributed
between her three children.

If Carolyn had drawn up an estate
plan, she could have minimized tax liabil-
ity, which would have left more funds
available for distribution. In addition,
her wishes for her grandchildren and her
church would have been carried out.

B Have you determined the goals and
objectives for your estate?
B Have you provided guidance for

your family?

B Have you done what you can to reduce
costs and delays in settling your estate?

B Have you taken a thorough inventory
of your assets recently?

In Touch Foundation has prepared a
workbook, A Legacy of Godly Stewardship,
to help you start designing an estate plan
that reflects your goals and stewardship
plans. To receive your free workbook
without obligation, you may request a
copy by phone or e-mail:

In Touch Foundation
800-967-2200

foundation@intouch.org

In Touch Foundation helps individuals with
estate and gift planning as they support the Great
Commission. We do not provide specific legal, tax,
or accounting advice.
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Developing an
unwavering faith
is the key to
living abundantly
and becoming
a powerful
witness for the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Thursda

The Companion
of Faith

READ | James 2:14-18

O ur faith is the most important aspect of
our Christian walk. Without it, we can’t
receive Jesus as Savior, trust God to supply
our needs, or develop the spiritual fruit that
is so important to our growth.

However, there’s an important “compan-
ion” of faith that Christians often overlook.
By that, I simply mean something that should
be a natural outgrowth of what we believe—
something that comes alongside an active and
mature commitment to God. That companion
is works.

Today’s passage makes this point crystal
clear. While maintaining the central impor-
tance of faith, James challenges us to notice
how our beliefs play out in action. It isn’t
enough just to pray for a hungry or hurting
person if we have the means to take care of
his immediate physical needs. The actions
we take reveal the substance of our faith.

Isn’t this the example Jesus Himself set for
us? In the book of Acts, Peter describes how
the Lord “went about doing good” (10:38).
And the apostle Paul makes this idea even
more personal in his letter to the believers
in Ephesus: “For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand so that we would
walk in them” (Eph. 2:10). The point here is
simply this: We were made to be like Christ,
and He was constantly doing good works.
| What do your actions
reveal about your faith? You certainly can’t
work your way into heaven. However, if you
believe in Jesus, you have a responsibility to
be His hands in a hurting world.

THE BIBLE IN

1 Chronicles 1-3



The Rewards
of Patience

READ | Hebrews 6:13-15

Patience is a hard lesson for us to learn.
We don’t like patience. We don’t have
time for patience! Life is fast, time’s running
out, and we’ve got to get this show on the
road, right?

This is clearly how most of us act, even if we
don’t express it. Perhaps that’s why Scripture
includes so many examples of godly patience
and reward. Over and over, we see the Father
making promises to His children, only to have
them wait years—sometimes decades—for
the promise to be fulfilled. But the result of
that patience is always blessing.

Consider Abraham. At age 75, he was given
God’s promise of a son; 10 years later, he was
still waiting. Fifteen years passed, then 20,
and still no son. Finally, when Abraham was
100—a quarter-century after God had made
the promise—baby Isaac was born. Surely
Abraham had times of doubt during those 25
years, yet he continued to trust God and kept
watching for the fulfillment of His promise.

There are plenty of other examples. As a
young man, Jacob met the girl of his dreams,
but he worked many years before making
her his bride. Joseph had a God-given vision
of blessing at age 17 but languished 13 years
in slavery and prison before receiving the
reward. David was anointed King of Israel as
a teenager but spent the next 14 years or so
running for his life before taking the throne.
| Shortcuts never lead to
where God wants us to be. The long road,
however, is filled with faithful servants. Are
you waiting on the Lord today? Be encour-
aged—you’re in good company.

THE BIBLE IN

1 Chronicles 4-6

The Weekend

The Alternatives
to Patience

READ | Galatians 6:7-9

Have you ever felt the Lord calling you
to something really big—maybe some
task that seems impossible or a goal that
would take years to achieve? Most likely,
some aspiration or God-given promise just
came to mind. As you think about it, let’s
consider three common courses of action.

First, we can take a shortcut. After all,
if God makes a promise or gives us a goal,
wouldn’t He want us to attain it as quickly
as possible? The answer is, “Not necessar-
ily.” God often gives a pledge years before He
brings it to pass. When we try to manipulate
circumstances and “help” the Lord fulfill His
promise, we’ll surely get in the way of the
good things He has in mind for us. We should
remember that part of the blessing will be
the trust and wisdom gained while waiting.

Second, we can simply quit. Who wants
to wait ten years for something? So, we just
walk away, forget it, and try not to think
about it any more. Just imagine hearing
God’s promise and then saying, “No, that
would take too long. I'd rather move on to
something else.” What a tragedy!

Third, we can wait patiently and trust
God for the blessing. This is clearly the best
option, but sadly the one we often avoid.
| If someone were to say
to you, “Ten years from today, I'm going to
give you $10 million,” what would you say?
Most likely, you would not respond, “No,
thanks. I want it now or not at all.” Why
then, do we say that to God? He has tremen-
dous blessings in store for you—if you're
willing to wait.
THE BIBLE IN

1 Chronicles 7-11
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Our Bridge to God

READ | John 14:1-6

In John 14:6, the Lord makes a powerful,
unequivocal statement. Jesus clearly says,
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no
one comes to the Father but through Me.”

People have fought that statement for
2,000 years. Some say the Lord didn’t mean
for it to be taken literally. Others categori-
cally reject His authority to make the claim
at all. However, as believers in the lordship
of Jesus Christ, we must take what He says
as truth. So let’s think for a moment about
the word picture in that verse.

When Jesus calls Himself “the way,” many
people imagine a one-way street. They take
this to mean that there are lots of roads, but
He is the only one that leads to the Father.
That’s a good image, but I think we can do
even better.

I like to think of Jesus not as a road, but
as a bridge—our bridge to God. Consider the
apostle Paul’s warning in Romans 3:23: “For
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God” (emphasis added). The picture here is
of a great chasm between us and God, and
we cannot make it across. Unable to bridge
the gap, we fall.

So, what is the only way across a chasm?
A bridge, of course. And that’s what Jesus is
for us. He stands in the gap, providing safe
passage across the void and into the loving
arms of the Father.
| Meditate on this mental
image. When we imagine ourselves helpless
and lost—with heaven across a great divide,
just out of reach—we can truly appreciate the
power of the cross.

THEBBLE ‘ 1 Chronicles 12-15

ONE YEAR
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The Great Divide

READ | Isaiah 55:8-9

hen we picture Jesus as our “bridge

to God,” it is natural to think about
the things that separate us from the Father.
Therefore, let’s examine three metaphors
that describe the barriers between us and
almighty God.

First, we are separated by height. Scripture
calls God the “Most High” and describes Him
as “high and lifted up.” He is above creation
and unconstrained by gravity, time, or space.
Furthermore, He declares, “For as the heav-
ens are higher than the earth, so are My ways
higher than your ways” (Isa. 55:9). Without
question, God is above man.

Next, we are separated by distance. Moses
experienced God through the burning bush,
but even in that holy moment, the Lord
warned him not to come too close (Ex. 3:5).
Later, when the people of Israel built the
temple and tabernacle, God warned them not
to enter the Holy of Holies except for a single
specific time each year, when only one person
was allowed to enter under strict conditions.
There is a distance between man and God
that cannot be breached.

Third, we are separated by light and fire.
We know that staring into a giant spotlight
can cause blindness and standing near a
flame can burn our skin. In a similar way,
if we were to stand in the presence of holy
God, we would be consumed (Deut. 4:24).
| Why did Jesus come to
us? It is because only the perfect, sinless Son
of God could reach the Father, come close
to Him, and stand in His presence. And, in
Christ, we can share in that intimacy.

THE BIBLE IN

1 Chronicles 16-18



When We Feel
Helpless

READ | 2 Chronicles 20:1-4

Have you ever felt totally helpless? Can
you remember facing a situation or
emergency in which you were completely
powerless? It’s a sobering experience for
anyone. Even people who claim to be wholly
dependent on God still like to feel as if they
have some control over their circumstances.
Jehoshaphat faced a moment like that. In
today’s verses, the good king was confronted
with dangerous news: three different armies
had joined forces to destroy Israel. As he
listened to the report, “a great multitude” of
attackers were already on their way (v. 2).
What was the king’s response? Verse 3
tells us he was “afraid.” That makes perfect
sense—he no doubt felt utterly powerless.
However, even in that moment of helpless-
ness, he knew exactly what to do. Scripture
doesn’t say, “Jehoshaphat was afraid and ran
away” or “Jehoshaphat was afraid but charged
headlong into battle.” No, the Bible tells us
that “Jehoshaphat was afraid and turned his
attention to seek the Lord” (emphasis added).
That was the perfect response to a help-
less situation. The king knew that this was
not the time to give up, nor was it the time
to take action motivated by fear. Instead, he
did the only wise thing he could: he prayed.
More than that, he called on others to pray.
And suddenly, the entire situation changed,
because God had been brought into a hope-
less situation.
| When we feel helpless,
the first word out of our mouth should be
“Father.” From then on, helplessness isn’t an
issue, because God will provide what we need.

THEBBLE N 1 Chronicles 19-21

ONE YEAR

Thursda

Your Hope Journal

READ | 2 Chronicles 20:5-12

esterday, we saw what King Jehoshaphat

did in a seemingly hopeless situation.
Today, let’s extract another principle from that
story as we learn how to handle helplessness.

In verses 5-12, Jehoshaphat is still focused
on the Lord, which should also be our first
response to fear. Yet notice what he does in
this prayer. He is not looking forward, stating
his fears of what might happen. Instead, he is
remembering the past, recounting the times
in Israel’s history when God brought them
through similar “helpless” situations.

How often has the Lord done a mighty work
on your behalf when all seemed lost? He is
actively involved in our lives today. Sadly, we
frequently thank Him in the moment but then
forget what He’s done for us. Later, when we
are fearful again, it’s hard to remember how
He has already proven Himself in our lives.

This is why every believer should keep a
journal—a written record of the Lord’s faith-
fulness. During times of helplessness, we want
encouragement not just about how God has
worked in history or in the world, but about
how He’s worked in our own lives.

It may take some time to establish the
discipline of journaling, but the rewards are
tremendous. You may say, “Well, I don’t have
time for that.” What? You don’t have time to
write down examples of God’s goodness in
your life? Friend, you need to make the time.
| When you record bless-
ings, you begin to view God’s work from a
new perspective. You’ll start to see how He’s
weaving the individual “threads” of your life
to create a beautiful tapestry—for His glory.
THE BIBLE IN

1 Chronicles 22-25
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READ | Leviticus 19:3

he Bible says that everyone is to honor
his or her mother, and God is pleased
when we take practical measures to fulfill
this command. Children of all ages should . ..

Love Mother unconditionally. We are to
care for Mom no matter how she carries out
her maternal responsibilities. Some women
will do better than others at living up to their
God-given role. But all children are called to
love their mother simply because the Lord has
placed her in their lives.

Be attentive to Mom’s needs. Starting
in infancy, kids are accustomed to taking
from their parents. So it can be easy to forget
that Mom and Dad have needs too. Stop and
consider what Mother might appreciate. For
example, household help offered cheerfully is
usually welcome. As Mom grows older, she
may need assistance for her physical or emo-
tional well-being. Some women desire only
that their children express gratitude or care.

Live righteously. The greatest gift we can
give a godly mother is to surrender our life to
Jesus Christ (Pro. 23:24-25). Even a mom who
isn’t a Christian will no doubt take pride in a
believing child whose life is filled with love,
kindness, and charity.

Pray for Mom. Nothing is more practi-
cal than prayer. Talking with the Lord about
Mother, both privately and in her presence,
reminds her that she is important and loved.
| The specific ways you
cherish your mother will depend upon her
personality and yours. But Mother’s Day isn’t
the only time to show her your love and grati-
tude. Honor her every day.

THE BIBLE IN

ONE YEAR
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How to Honor
Your Mother

1 Chronicles 26-29

The Weekend

The Command
to Honor

READ | Ephesians 6:1-3

God’s commandment to honor parents
included a promise. He told the Israelites
to treat parents with respect so their “days
may be long upon the land” that He was
giving them (Ex. 20:12; Deut. 5:16 nxyv). This
did not guarantee that respecting authority
would necessarily mean survival till old age;
the words “days” and “long” seem to imply
productivity, strength, and satisfaction rather
than a certain number of years.

That divine promise still applies. Sadly,
our chaotic world prizes independence over
obedience and youthful opinion over the
wisdom that comes with maturity. In today’s
anti-God climate, we see children of all ages
rebelling—but they often seem to escape
discipline. This has led to two dangerous
attitudes: one says that people need not accept
responsibility for their actions, and the other
permits neglecting the greater good in favor
of personal goals. To find an example, simply
look at our roads, where it’s not hard to find
someone ignoring the posted speed limit.

To build a Christ-honoring community
within the worldly culture, believers should
instruct children to honor parents, and then
discipline any failure to show respect. One
important way to teach this lesson is by mod-
eling honor—our families should see us treat
our own parents with care and consideration.
| Honoring Mom and
Dad is not a suggestion. The Lord has placed
these important people in our life. Whether
or not we feel they have served well in that
capacity, we’re to obey God by offering them
care and respect.

THE BIBLE IN

2 Chronicles 1-4



When Our
Faith Wavers

READ | James 1:1-8

he Bible warns against “wavering faith.”

This is the attitude of someone who goes
from feeling certain that God will answer
a prayer to merely hoping that He might
(or becoming convinced that He won’t). Of
course, since we’re human, we all experience
periods of doubt. But what Scripture warns
against is a lifestyle of spiritual vacillation.

Wavering can have many causes. For
instance, one might fail to see God at work
in a situation. Or he might worry that trust-
ing Jesus in that predicament conflicts with
human reasoning. Another believer, focusing
on circumstances rather than the Lord, may
allow feelings to overcome faith.

A person who is “driven and tossed by the
wind” may lose confidence in God and find
his spiritual growth stunted (James 1:6). He
can become a “double-minded man” (v. 8)
because even as he prays, he tends to jump
ahead of the Lord’s timing to manipulate a
situation for his own desired outcome. When
a Christian pays attention to his doubts in
this way, he’ll often make wrong decisions
that are costly. After all the maneuvering, he
will frequently end up dissatisfied with the
results and bothered by his lack of peace.
Even worse, his faith may diminish.
| Wavering is dangerous,
so believers must develop confidence in the
Lord. In Mark 11:24, Jesus says, “All things
for which you pray and ask, believe that you
have received them, and they will be granted
you.” The closest we get to perfect faith while
on earth is the ability to trust that what we
ask in God’s will is as good as done.

THEBIBLE N ) Chronicles 5-8

ONE YEAR

1 Eliminating Doubt

READ | Matthew 21:20-22

As we mature spiritually, we become
more solidly rooted in the confidence
that God is faithful. But sometimes doubt
will creep in and wither our trust. In order
not to lose ground, we must act decisively
to reduce misgivings. Here are three steps
we should take:

1) Recall God’s past faithfulness, and
remember His promises. When we devote
time to thanking Him for His intervention
in prior situations, we are reminded of His
love and provision. Meditating on promises
from Scripture also reassures us that He will
continue to meet every need. For example,
Psalm 41:12 says that the Father is always
present with His children, and His Holy Spirit
was given to us for strength and direction
(John 16:13; Eph. 3:16).

2) Water your growing faith with God’s
Word. When you ask for scriptural guid-
ance, the Lord will direct you to passages
that relate to your situation and offer needed
emotional and spiritual assurance. Spend
time meditating on those verses, prayerfully
considering how to apply the message to
your circumstances.

3) Choose to believe God and His prom-
ises. He has proven Himself faithful from the
first moment of creation to the present. We
are wise to place our confidence in Him.
| Developing a sturdy,
well-rooted faith requires that we cooperate
with the Lord. Our human nature complicates
matters by making us vulnerable to doubt.
But when we choose to trust God, uncertainty
cannot shrink our faith.

THEBBLE N ) Chronicles 9-12

ONE YEAR
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Strength Beyond Self

READ | 2 Corinthians 1:8-11

« Into every life a little rain must fall.” So goes

the familiar saying about the inevitability
of hardship. But what if the rain turns into a
torrential downpour—a life challenge that
requires strength beyond what is humanly
possible? The apostle Paul describes such a
situation in his letter to the Corinthians. He
wrote of an affliction that weighed so heavily
on his heart and body that he didn’t expect
to survive.

Paul’s approach to his problem still works
today: “We would not trust in ourselves,
but in God who raises the dead . . . and will
deliver us” (2 Cor. 1:9-10). The strength that
we need during trials is available through
Jesus Christ, whose supernatural energy
flows through every believer’s mind, body,
and spirit.

How does this happen? When someone
receives Jesus as Savior, His Spirit comes to
live inside the new believer (John 14:17). As
a result of this “indwelling,” the power that
Christ demonstrated while on earth prevails
in those who now call upon Him for aid.
However, for us to access His supernatural
strength, we must trust His promise to supply
what we need when we need it (Phil. 4:19).
As long as we attempt to muddle through
using our own abilities, we will prevent His
Spirit from unleashing divine help.
| Jesus Christ’s power is
unleashed in our life when we acknowledge
our helplessness. The effect is immediate. As
soon as we surrender to the Lord, His might
is working inside us so we can endure hard-
ship while maintaining our joy and peace.
THE BIBLE IN
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2 Chronicles 13-16

The Nature
of Strength

READ | Ephesians 6:10-13

he moment a person receives Christ as

Savior, he or she enters a battle. The
Enemy is determined to destroy believers’
testimonies. But God has supplied a mighty
weapon to those who serve Him—His Son’s
strength flowing through their life.

Christ’s power is supreme. Satan, with all
his demonic force, can’t throw anything our
way to match Jesus’ supernatural strength.
Even so, temptations and trials expose weak-
nesses when most would prefer to appear
strong. That is one reason human nature
rebels against hardship and tries to avoid it.

God wants Christian soldiers to be armed
with the Savior’s might so they can confront
life’s difficulties. He promises us strength
only when we set down pride and accept that
we are too weak for battle (2 Cor. 12:9). And
Jesus’” power is available to every believer right
now—a gift from the Commander so that His
followers can endure conflicts victoriously.

The world encourages keeping up the
appearance of handling one’s own prob-
lems. So Christian soldiers’ marching orders
probably seem quite strange to onlookers.
However, arrogance does not bring blessing;
rather, it causes confusion, distance from
the Lord, and ultimately failure. If we want
to be victorious, then we must not follow the
worldly strategy of facing the Enemy alone.
| Until our life is over or
Jesus Christ returns, we are locked in a battle
with Satan. But God has given us a power-
ful weapon. When we are totally dependent
upon the Lord for His strength, we are filled
with supernatural energy and endurance.
THE BIBLE IN

2 Chronicles 17-19



Those Who Have
Never Heard

READ | Romans 1:18-25

In many countries, the gospel cannot be
shared freely. Repressive governments and
religions stop Christians from telling others
about Jesus. However, God is mightier than
oppression. Where human messengers can’t
carry the good news, the Lord is revealing
Himself to those whose hearts are open.

God wants everyone to come to a saving
knowledge of Him (1 Tim. 2:4). But because
He is holy and just, He can’t overlook man’s
sinful condition, which renders all guilty and
without excuse (Rom. 1:18). That is, He will
not admit people into heaven unless they
have acknowledged their need for a Savior
(Rom. 3:22-23). However, our Father is also
fair and merciful. He makes His presence
known to every person so that each one may
choose to recognize His sovereignty.

The Lord does this by revealing Himself
to all mankind in two ways: through con-
science and creation. First, He has imbedded
His basic moral guidelines in the human
conscience (Rom. 1:19). In other words, at
some point in life, every sane person has an
innate sense that certain actions are right
and others are wrong. Second, the Creator
displays His power and divine nature through
what He has made (v. 20). The complexity,
variety, order, and beauty of the world all
point to an intelligent Designer.
| We can’t pinpoint every
method the Lord uses to reveal Himself. Yet
we can be sure nothing will stop Him from
reaching out to people who follow conscience
and creation to the logical conclusion—the
existence of a loving, sovereign God.

THE BIBLE IN

2 Chronicles 20-22

The Weekend

The Justice of
Divine Judgment

READ | Revelation 20:11-15

very person will face God on judgment

day. Whenever that topic comes up,
I am usually asked something like, “What
about remote African tribes that will never
hear about Jesus?” The concerned questioner
is really wondering, How could a loving Lord
send an ignorant person to hell? In other
words, How can it be fair to condemn those
who have never heard the gospel?

To understand how God judges, we should
recognize two truths about Him. First, He
is not limited. While whole people groups
still have no Scripture in their language, God
always reaches individuals whose hearts are
open to knowing Him. Men like Abraham and
Moses had no spiritual training or Scriptures,
and yet the Lord spoke to them.

Second, God reveals Himself to all people,
whether or not they have access to the Bible.
As we saw yesterday, He not only demon-
strates His power and attributes through
creation; He also programs our conscience
to understand the basic distinctions between
right and wrong. For those who are blessed
to hear the gospel at some point, Jesus Christ
is the greatest revelation of God in their life.
|  When people stand
before the Father, He will judge them on three
criteria: the amount of truth to which each
has been exposed; how many opportunities
there were to accept the truth and share it
with others; and what was done with those
opportunities. The believer’s responsibility,
then, is to reach as many as possible with the
gospel so that no one need ask, “What about
those who have never heard of Jesus?”

THE BIBLE IN

2 Chronicles 23-26
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Saving Troubled
Friendships

READ | Matthew 5:23-24

hen we develop friendships, we intend

for them to last. But since two fallen
human beings are involved, occasional hurt
feelings and unmet expectations are likely. If
one or both people simply ignore the affront,
the relationship can be damaged. Repairing
a troubled friendship requires humility to
admit our faults, effort to fix the problem, and
time. But the reward is a renewed connection
with a valued companion.

The process of saving a friendship begins
when you acknowledge that damage exists.
This takes place the moment you say, “I feel
something isn’t right in our relationship. I'd
like for us to find and fix the problem.” It
is helpful to work together to assess how the
trouble began—perhaps it resulted from a
misunderstanding, an unresolved conflict,
one person’s busyness, etc.

After recognizing the problem, apologize
for your part in it. Taking responsibility and
saying “I'm sorry” shows your love and com-
mitment to the friendship. Remember that
an essential aspect of apologizing is refusing
to justify wrong actions or blame others.

An apology must be followed up with
amends. Ask your friend what specific action
you both can take to rebuild the relationship.
Then commit to follow his or her suggestion
while occasionally asking, “How am I doing?”
| Rather than waiting
until their relationship is in trouble, wise
friends will go through these steps as soon
as they are aware of having hurt a loved one.
Preventative care can soothe minor scrapes
before they become serious wounds.

‘ 2 Chronicles 27-29
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Tuesday

Building Solid
Friendships

READ | Ephesians 6:7-8

Friendships are among our most valuable
assets. Acquiring quality companions—
who laugh with us in good times and stand
by us during trials—requires shared commit-
ment and an investment of time and energy.

Transparency. We must be honest with
friends and encourage them to be truthful
in return. To preserve a healthy bond, we
can’t hide hurts or feelings of rejection they
may have caused. Transparency that is tied
to accountability can also help make each
individual a better person. A solid relationship
allows each party to gently point out errors in
the other’s life and offer loving correction.

Time and Talk. Genuine friendship takes
time to develop. We must be willing to put
aside other obligations and give priority to
moments spent together. A generous portion
of our time with each other should be spent
talking—speaking about our thoughts and
desires and also asking questions to prompt
our companion to open up. This type of
conversation allows a glimpse into the other
person’s heart and mind.

Thanks. Everyone likes to feel appreciated.
Expressing thanks when friends are helpful
will remind them that we’re grateful to have
them in our life. Moreover, we affirm our love
when we communicate how much we enjoy a
certain aspect of their personality or remem-
ber an occasion that is special to them.
| Being a good friend is
a way to serve the Lord. He designed us to
be in relationship with others, so we should
give our best to every companion God places
in our life.
THE BIBLE IN
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HI When We Are Lonely

READ | Hebrews 4:14-16

Despite the fact that technology enables
us to stay connected, we haven’t solved
the loneliness problem. Many people still feel
cut off from those around them. The real
solution for healing the deep ache of isolation
is an intimate relationship with God.

As He was about to create Adam, God said,
“Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness” (Gen. 1:26). One point of resem-
blance to the Lord is our desire and ability to
share intimacy with others. Moreover, we’re
created to commune with God.

Adam and Eve had a close bond with the
Lord, who spent time with them in the Garden
of Eden. However, the couple’s disobedience
caused a rift in the relationship—since God
is holy, He can’t allow anything unrighteous
into His presence. Once sin entered the world
through the first couple, every person born
would be tainted with it and, consequently,
separated from God. Yet because of His love,
the Lord planned a way to bridge the gap
between Himself and mankind.

Jesus Christ took our transgressions upon
Himself and died on the cross, wiping away
the stain of sin. Whoever trusts in His sac-
rifice for the forgiveness of sins goes over
the “bridge” formed by the cross. Each new
believer is reconciled—that is, immediately
restored to a right relationship with God.
| Reconciliation with the
heavenly Father means that we are never
alone (Heb. 13:5). We may still feel lonely on
occasion, but we have a constant companion
with whom we can talk. And He will provide
comfort to our heart.

THE BIBLE IN

2 Chronicles 33-36

Dealing With
Loneliness

READ | Psalm 102:1-7

Loneliness can be a lifelong challenge or
a short-term event. The length of the
experience is often determined by how we
deal with it. Turning to the Lord can help us
find our way through the fog of isolation.

Admit lonely feelings. Being a Christian
doesn’t disqualify us from sometimes having
a sense of seclusion. In fact, many of David’s
psalms speak of his longing for compan-
ionship. When we express our feelings to
the Father and cry out for His touch, He will
answer (Ps. 91:15). I often tell God that I
need Him to wrap His arms around me. His
response is just as real as if a human being
walked in and hugged me.

Develop godly relationships. We should
pray for friends who will point us toward the
Lord whether we are in good times or bad.
These are the loved ones who see our faults
and like us anyway. For example, one of my
dear friends often jokes about me, “He was
never meant to be understood—just loved.”

Be anchored in Scripture. When we cling
to the Word during a lonely time, we will
end up with a richer understanding of the
Lord. Before I preached my first sermon, my
mother gave me Joshua 1:9 as an anchor
verse. She knew it would help me remember
to be strong and courageous because God is
with me always. That is still the verse I turn
to when I need comfort.
| Occasionally we all will
walk through the fog of loneliness. But God
is the Light guiding us out again. If you are
struggling with feelings of isolation, cry out
to Him for help.

THE BIBLE IN
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The Character
of Gossip

READ | Romans 1:28-31

od hates gossip. He wants our speech to
be pleasing to Him—and He certainly

does not consider idle talk or mean-spirited
words pleasant (Col. 3:8). Sadly, gossip is
practiced so freely that even some believers
participate and try to justify their chatter.
But hearsay has no place in a Christian’s life.

Romans 1 contains one of the Bible’s longest
lists of sins. The book’s author—the apostle
Paul—is reminding believers that God has
revealed Himself to all mankind. Those who
reject Him and chase after idols are turned
over to their evil worship and the immoral
practices that go with serving self (v. 24).
Gossip appears in the middle of the list; God
despises it because malicious talk destroys
lives whether the stories are true or false. The
person who is targeted by the rumor often
loses the respect of those who listen to it. Hurt
feelings may not be the only negative effect;
a job or relationship could be lost as well.

Those spreading tales also face destructive
consequences. People who refuse to control
the tongue reveal evil motives or, at the very
least, lack of discipline. As a result, believers
and unbelievers alike will often avoid such
untrustworthy individuals. For a Christian
who spreads rumors, there’s potential for
even worse damage, in that such actions can
harm fellowship with the Lord—animosity
toward another person and intimacy with
God can’t coexist in the same heart.
| Gossip achieves no
good in anyone’s life, which is why the Lord
warns against it. Instead, our words should
build up, comfort, and encourage others.
THE BIBLE IN
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Ezra 5-7

The Weekend

Ending Gossip
in Our Life

READ | Ephesians 4:29-32

preading rumors about other people

exposes little about their true nature but
reveals quite a lot about the speaker’s own
character. Such behavior shows a willingness
to sin against the Lord by causing harm to
someone else. Until a gossiping believer
confronts his sin, he can’t progress toward
becoming the person God wants him to be.

Confession is the first step in dealing with
sinful speech. This should be followed by
repentance—the pledge to turn away from
opportunities to talk about others. A useful
scripture for a redeemed gossip to pray daily
is Psalm 141:3: “Set a guard, O Lorp, over my
mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips.”

Second, be on guard against temptation.
Believers have a responsibility to set them-
selves apart from gossip in order to keep
thoughts and words pleasing to God. Being
in the presence of one who spreads stories
can tempt even a believer to participate. In a
situation where rumors are being shared, the
best course of action is to speak out against
the practice and then leave.

Finally, instead of talking about someone,
it’s wise to pray for that person. Getting into
this habit will help train the mind to replace
sinful patterns with God-pleasing ways. The
Bible teaches us to encourage and comfort
each other, and prayer is a good way to obey
that instruction (1 Thess. 4:18; 5:11).
| A gossiping Christian
dishonors God’s name—and his own.
Instead of using words that disparage and
injure, choose to speak well of everyone. In
so doing, you will bring glory to the Lord.
THE BIBLE IN
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'J Waiting for God

READ | Psalm 27:14

Our culture is an “instant” society. Because
of inventions like the computer and the
microwave, we’'re used to quick results. A
fast pace isn’t necessarily bad, but we should
guard against becoming so set on immediate
fulfillment that we can’t wait for God’s timing.

This problem existed long before the com-
puter age. In Genesis 15:4-5, God revealed to
Abraham that though he and his wife Sarah
were too old to have children, a great nation
would come from him. Abraham believed God
but soon decided to handle matters himself.
He took Sarah’s servant Hagar as his wife so
that she could bear the promised son.

Abraham probably rationalized his deci-
sion, figuring that the Lord wanted him to
have a son—and since it seemed impossible
any other way, surely this must be what God
wanted him to do! But it wasn’t. Abraham
had to deal with the consequences of his
actions, including jealousy and resentment
between Sarah and Hagar. These problems
in turn created further difficulties, both in
the short term and throughout history.

The Lord was faithful, though—14 years
later, Sarah gave birth to Isaac. Yet the con-
sequences of Abraham’s decision to step out
of God’s plan are still with us. The two boys
grew to become the fathers of nations which
are in conflict to this very day.
| Like Abraham, we might
believe God’s promises but prefer immediate
results. Or we may just want things done our
way. Instead, ask the Lord to lead you. Then
wait for Him. His way may not be what you
think you want, but it is always best.

THE BIBLE IN

Nehemiah 1-4

& Worth the Wait

READ | Isaiah 57:10

Yesterday, we saw that Abraham didn’t
wait for the Lord to provide him a
son; he took matters into his own hands.
His decision not to wait for God’s time and
method revealed several things about him.
First, he was impatient. Second, he doubted.
Though he believed that God would give
him a son, as time passed, he sensed that he
was losing the opportunity. Third, he was
prideful. Abraham wanted it done according
to his own schedule and assumed that his
way should be good enough. Finally, he was
selfish. By acting without the Lord’s leading,
Abraham showed that he expected God’s
will to revolve around him. In reality, he was
stepping out of the Father’s plan.

When we choose to manipulate circum-
stances or timing, these same things are
revealed about us. Instead, we should wait
for God’s plan and path, both of which flow
from His love and wisdom. He is certain of
what is best for us; our role is to seek His
guidance and depend on Him.

Sometimes we know what God is going to
do but are unclear about when He will act.
Other times, we’re unsure of the outcome.
Regardless, we can be confident that God
loves us and that He’s all-powerful. If we
truly understand who He is, we will be able
to trust Him. And when we are trusting Him,
we’ll be able to wait for His perfect timing.
| God makes a promise,
faith believes it, hope anticipates it, and
patience waits quietly for it. Do you trust the
Lord enough to be patient for His way and
His time?
THE BIBLE IN
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Understanding
Anxiety

§
0|
READ | 2 Timothy 1:7

hroughout Scripture, the Lord gives us

evidence that many people deal with
anxiety—even those considered pillars of
faith. For example, we can deduce that the
apostle Paul must have felt fear, since God
instructed Him not to be afraid “any longer”
(Acts 18:9).

The fact that fear is common, however,
does not mean it is from God (2 Tim. 1:7).
Of course, certain situations—Ilike hearing a
loud noise when we are alone—will trigger
a frightened response. But the Lord doesn’t
want us to live with ongoing anxiety.

Common worries include the fear of death,
poverty, illness, old age, criticism, and the
loss of a loved one or something cherished.
Why do we find it so hard to let go of our
concerns, even when the Lord clearly states,
“Do not fear . . .” (Luke 12:7)? Because worry
can be deeply ingrained in the way we think.
Sometimes we have unhealthy thought pat-
terns that stem from feelings of inadequacy, a
sense of guilt, or a mistaken view of God. It’s
not uncommon for insecurity in childhood
to develop into a lack of confidence later on.
Life experiences can be another factor. For
instance, a person who has lost a parent
suddenly in a car accident is likely to struggle
with worry.
| Regardless of the cause,
anxiety will take our eyes off our omnipotent,
loving heavenly Father and focus our atten-
tion on our circumstances. No wonder God
repeatedly reminds us not to fear—He wants
His children to feel secure in His capability
and trustworthiness.

THE BIBLE IN
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‘ Dealing With Fear

READ | Philippians 4:6

ot only is anxiety an uncomfortable

feeling; it also leads to negative conse-
quences. For example, reasoning becomes
cloudy when permeated with worry. So an
anxious person will have trouble making
wise decisions. Fear of failure may also lead
to procrastination or a lack of productivity.
Apprehensions can devastate personal and
spiritual growth, relationships, and work.
So conquering fear is important.

Four steps can help:

1. Identify the fear. Ask yourself, What are
the circumstances surrounding my feelings?
What triggered them? What message am I
telling myself?
2. Turn to the Lord. Remember that God
loves you and desires an intimate relation-
ship with you. He is in sovereign control of
your situation, so bring your fear to Him.
3. Rebuke the fear before God. You have the
authority and power in Jesus’ name to reject
what isn’t from Him. Meditate on passages
such as Matthew 10:31 and Proverbs 1:33.
Let God’s truth replace any wrong thinking.
4. Cling to your heavenly Father. Take your
focus off your circumstances, and look to the
One who promises His help. Scripture gives
this assurance: “Do not fear, for I am with
you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I
am your God. I will strengthen you, surely
I will help you. Surely I will uphold you with
My righteous right hand” (Isaiah 41:10).
|  Circumstances are
external and often beyond your control. But
your response originates within. It’s amazing
how fears diminish in the Father’s presence.
THE BIBLE IN
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' How to Love Others

READ | Matthew 22:35-40

esus told his disciples, “In everything . . .

treat people the same way you want them
to treat you” (Matt. 7:12). Most of us refer to
this code of conduct as the “Golden Rule.”

In theory, we’d probably agree that this is a
good foundation for a healthy relationship. Yet
it’s tough to live up to such a standard. If we
made a list of the ways we hope to be treated
and compared it with our own behavior, we’'d
likely fall short.

And of course, it’s easy to love when others
are treating us well. But how do we respond
when their behavior is hurtful or unpleasant?
The truth is, Jesus meant for us to love others
all the time, not just when they are lovable.
Regardless of their attitude toward us, we
are to think about the relationship qualities
we value—Tlike loyalty, trust, encouragement,
forgiveness, acceptance, and protection—and
let these flow from us in their direction.

Unfortunately, our society breeds selfish-
ness, greed, and pride, which are enemies of
the love Jesus commanded. But when we care
for others in the way the Lord prescribes,
relationships can deepen and thrive.

Treating others with this kind of love isn’t
natural or easy, especially when people are
unkind. In fact, loving as Jesus commanded is
impossible—on our own. But when we trust
Christ as Savior, the Holy Spirit empowers us
and lives His life through us (Gal. 2:20).
| Take time to list the
ways you hope others will treat you. Now
ask, Is that how I treat people? Pray for God
to reveal one area where He will help you

apply the Golden Rule.
THE BIBLE IN
Esther 1-5

The Weekend

The Blessing of
Loving Others

READ | 1 Peter 1:22

f we responded simply out of our natural

impulses, we would probably be nice when
people were kind. At other times, though, we
would likely be vengeful, angry, or hurtful.

Yet Jesus clearly teaches us to love even
when those around us seem unlovable. And
He lived out what He taught: Christ loved us
enough to die for us while we were still sin-
ners (Rom. 5:8). Surely, out of gratitude for
what He did and with His strength, we—His
followers—can love others (1 John 3:14).

While it’s hard to respond to unkindness
with love, such godly behavior can lead to
great blessing. First, the Father is pleased;
this realization should bring His children
joy, peace, and a sense of accomplishment.
Next, believers ought to feel excitement and
anticipation to watch how God will move
in the relationship. Finally, there will be an
awareness that the Holy Spirit is working
from within, enabling divine love to flow
through yielded human lives.

John 13:35 tells of an important benefit:
Jesus said, “By this all men will know that
you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another.” Since unconditional godly love is
uncommon in our world, people will notice.
| Treating others as we
want to be treated is what builds the deep,
satisfying connections that all people desire.
Without significant relationships, life lacks
meaning—regardless of how many posses-
sions or acquaintances we have. So think
about the people you come in contact with
throughout the week. Are you treating them
the way that Jesus modeled?

THE BIBLE IN
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The Beauty of Creation

Dr. Stanley specifically chose his four original
flower photographs for this spring stationary set.
Each image captures the intricacy of
God’s handiwork and is captioned with
a corresponding scripture that tells of
His goodness.

In Touch Note Cards—Flowers
16-card set / $12.99

Freedom From Anxiety

When your head hits the pillow at night, you can
enjoy what still eludes millions: peace. If you’re feeling
stressed out or full of insecurities, you’ll find these six
messages from Dr. Stanley liberating. Learn how to
walk with strength, joy, and contentment in any
situation or relationship.

In Search of Peace
CD / $38

Real Hope for Real Moms and Dads

You want to model godliness for the kids to emulate, but

sometimes the challenges of parenting outweigh your best
intentions. In this two-part series, Dr. Stanley explains
how to let God use you as a parent—through your
strengths and weaknesses—to help your children come
to know Him personally.

Parenting With Promise
CD/$12
DVD / $25



Repair your connection

Do you feel disconnected from others or feel that
relationships rarely go past the surface? In this
eye-opening two-part series, Dr. Stanley helps

you understand causes and solutions for loneliness.

Facing Our Loneliness
CD/ $12
DVD / $25

Created for Excellence

You are needed. And God has uniquely equipped you

to minister to others through the Holy Spirit’s power.
Whether or not you know what your spiritual gifts are,
Dr. Stanley’s fascinating eight-part series will energize

you to serve with purpose and confidence.

God’s Children Gifted for Ministry
CD / $51

A Game Plan for the
Connected Family

In this best-selling classic, Dr. Stanley shares what he’s learned
first-hand about making parenting count for the long run.

Find out how to bring your family closer together—
and stay close.

How to Keep Your Kids on Your Team
Softcover / $12.99
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