





indeed “ambassadors for Christ” (2 Cor. 5:20), and like earthly
ambassadors, our function is to faithfully represent the One

who sends us.

Since salvation is the supernatural work of God, He provides
divine equipment for our use. The apostle Paul summarized
those tools this way: “For God has not given us a spirit of
timidity, but of power and love and discipline” (2 Tim. 1:7).
Some translations render the word “discipline” as “a sound
mind.” In other words, God gives us three tools for witnessing:

power, love, and a sound mind.

¥
POWER

THERE ARE THREE SUPERNATURAL "CHANGE AGENTS” WE DEPEND
ONWHEN SHARING OUR FAITH.

THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL

The gospel is the light that opens blind eyes, rescues captives,
and revives the dead. It is the good news of what Jesus Christ
did for the sake of all mankind. Sharing our faith means
passing along this foundational truth: Christ died on the cross

for our sins, was buried, and rose again from the dead.

Focus your conversation on the person of Jesus Christ.
Questions like “Who do you think Jesus Christ was?” or
“Why do you think He died?” will lead non-Christians to
contemplate the foundational elements of salvation. We can
talk about Christ with confidence, believing with the apostle
Paul, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of

God for salvation to everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16).
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THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, the church’s task was to proclaim to all nations the forgiveness of

sins. How were they to handle such a colossal undertaking? By the power of the Holy Spirit.

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). As you seek
to share Christ with others, the Spirit of God will lead, empower, and enable you. He'll guide your mind and
heart as you present the truth and will prepare unbelieving hearts to receive it. Salvation occurs only through

the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

You cannot make your friends realize their sinful state. You cannot make them believe in God’s holiness or
eternal judgment. Who can? The Holy Spirit. Scripture says, “When [the Holy Spirit] comes, [He| will convict
the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment” (John 16:8). How does the Holy Spirit do this? He

speaks to us through the Word of God, prayer, and other people.

THE POWER OF PRAYER

Sharing our faith means that we are entering into spiritual warfare. The forces of darkness will always strive
against the power of God. Our mightiest weapon is specific, persistent prayer on behalf of our lost friends
and family. When we pray for an unbelieving friend, we confess our dependence upon God for His leadership,

wisdom, and timing.

Considering how fervently we desire to see lost friends come to Christ, it can be amazing how little time we
actually spend directly interceding on their behalf. We should be asking them how we can pray for them. Few
people will refuse to let someone pray about their problems, and doing so prepares the way for introducing
them to Christ.

LOVE

LOVE IS THE SECOND TOOL THAT EMPOWERS WITNESSING (2 TIM. 1.7). THE UNCONDITIONAL, CARING LOVE
OF CHRISTIANS REVEALS THE TRUTH OF JESUS TO THE UNBELIEVER AND AUTHENTICATES HIS MESSAGE OF
SALVATION: "BY THIS ALL MEN WILL KNOW THAT YOU ARE MY DISCIPLES, IF YOU HAVE LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER”
(JOHN 13:35). WE EXPRESS THIS LOVE IN TWO WAYS THAT DEMONSTRATE CHRIST'S PRESENCE IN OUR LIVES
AND MANIFEST THE REMARKABLE CHANGE SALVATION BRINGS.
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LOVE “IN DEED” 130HN318

There are many practical ways to exhibit divine love. For example, we can invite a couple over for dinner,
bring them food during a time of illness, or babysit their children to give them a special night out. Unless
we are willing to make the effort to make the love of God “tangible,” few people will listen to our words.

LOVE “IN WORD” PROVERBS 31:26

This means we encourage, praise, and point out the positive qualities of our lost friends. Our conversation
reveals much about our faith. Do we gossip? Do we talk sarcastically about others? Do we grumble and
complain? Our verbal lifestyle testifies to the inner reality of Christ. Do our words attest to the care,
concern, and compassion that Christ has for the lost?

A SOUND MIND

THE THIRD TOOL GOD GIVES US IS A SOUND MIND. CHRISTIAN FAITH IS BASED ON FACT-NOT FICTION. JOSH
MCDOWELL, A LEADING CHRISTIAN APOLOGIST, SAYS, "MY HEART CANNOT REJOICE IN WHAT MY MIND REJECTS”
SHARING OUR FAITHDOESN'TMEAN WE AREUNREASONABLE ORIRRATIONAL RATHER, WE OFFER THE HISTORICAL,

TRUSTWORTHY TESTIMONY OF SCRIPTURE. SUCH EVIDENCE INCLUDES:

THE FACT OF THE RESURRECTION — not only did the risen Christ show Himself to His doubting
disciples; He also “appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time” (1 Cor. 15:6). The resurrection
is indeed a concrete, historical fact.

THE FACT OF FULFILLED SCRIPTURE — Hundreds of Old Testament prophecies are fulfilled in the

New Testament, thousands of years after they were written. These include the amazing prediction of many

intricate details regarding Jesus’ birth and death.

THE FACT OF MANUSCRIPT AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE — The Bible is one of the

most verifiable documents in all of history. There are thousands of authentic Greek New Testament
manuscripts and numerous Hebrew Old Testament copies. Archaeological evidence through the centuries

has consistently verified the cultural and historical details presented in the Bible.

God has given His followers the power of the gospel as well as sacrificial love and a mind able to absorb

the knowledge of Him. Using these tools, you can reach out to non-believing friends in the power of the

Holy Spirit, ready to share your faith with confidence and joy.
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INTRODUGING A FRIEND TO GOD

Do you have a friend who wants to know God? Does he yearn to experience the Lord’s comforting presence,

power, and wisdom? That’s good, because God loves him and wants to have a personal relationship with him.

However, you’ll need to explain to him that one thing separates him from a relationship with God—sin. You
and I sin whenever we fail to live by the Lord’s holy standard. In fact, Romans 3:23 tells us: “All have sinned

and fall short of the glory of God.”

Furthermore, Romans 6:23 explains that the penalty for sin is death—separation from God, and living in hell
forever. No matter how hard we try, we cannot save ourselves or get rid of our sins. We can’t earn our way to

heaven by being good, going to church, or being baptized (Eph. 2:8-9).
Understanding how helpless we are because of our sins, God sent His only Son, Jesus, to save us. Jesus Christ
lived a perfect, sinless life, and then died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins (Rom. 5:8). Three days

later, He rose from the dead—showing that He had triumphed over sin and death once and for all.

It all starts with accepting Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. Jesus makes it possible for us to have a

relationship with the Father and eternal life through His death on the cross and resurrection (Rom. 5:10).

Romans 10:9 promises, “If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God

raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”

God created us and loves us no matter who we are or what we’ve done. He wants us to experience the profound
depth of His care. Therefore, we need only to tell Him that we are willing to trust Him for salvation. Tell Him

in your own words or use this simple prayer:

LORD JESUS,

I ask You to forgive my sins and save me from eternal separation from God. By faith, | accept Your work and death
on the cross as sufficient payment for my sins. Thank You for providing the way for me to know You and to have
a relationship with my heavenly Father. Through faith in You, | have eternal life. Thank You also for hearing my
prayers and loving me unconditionally. Please give me the strength, wisdom, and determination to walk in the
center of Your will. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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If you or your friend just prayed this prayer, congratulations!

THIS IS THE BEST DECISION ANYONE CAN EVER MAKE—-ONE THAT WILL CHANGE THEIR LIFE FOREVER! PLEASE LET
US KNOW ABOUT THIS DECISION BY EMAILING US AT DECISION@INTOUCH.ORG OR CALLING 1-800-789-1473
SO WE CAN REJOICE TOGETHER. OR, IF YOU'D JUST LIKE FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT IT MEANS TO
HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, VISIT INTOUCH.ORGC/BELIEVE. YOU CAN ALSO
CONTACT US AT INTOUCH.ORC/CONTACT OR CALL 1-800-789-1473.
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